Search strategy
Relevant studies published up to 8 August 2018 were identified through electronic searches using PubMed and EMBASE, without language restriction. • Assessed association of measured circulating 25(OH)D with all-cause or cause-specific mortality in adults.
• Participants were recruited from general populations, i.e. participants were not selected on the basis of pre-existing disease.
Exclusion criteria:
• No relevant exposure (no measured circulating 25(OH)D as exposure).
• No relevant outcome (no all-cause mortality or cause-specific mortality as an outcome).
• Review, meta-analysis, Mendelian randomisation study, simulation study, letter, commentary, editorial, conference proceedings, or study protocol.
• Patient population (hospital patients or participants selected on the basis of pre-existing chronic disease such as cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, chronic kidney disease, or any other disease). Studies involving patients referred for coronary angiography were excluded.
• Studies that classified participants based on the presence/absence of a disease or condition such as frailty status, without showing results for all of the participants together.
• Non-adult population.
• Duplicate publications from the same study.
• Insufficient data provided/full-text inaccessible.
